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Was meta-
analysis 
performed 
for the 
relevant 
outcomes? 

1. Was 
an 'a 
priori' 
design 
provided
? 

2. Was 
there 
duplicate 
study 
selection 
and data 
extraction? 

3. Was a 
comprehensi
ve literature 
search 
performed? 

4. Was the 
status of 
publication 
(i.e. grey 
literature) 
used as an 
inclusion 
criterion? 

5. Was a 
list of 
studies 
(included 
and 
excluded) 
provided? 

6. Were 
the 
characteris
tics of the 
included 
studies 
provided? 

7. Was the 
scientific 
quality of the 
included 
studies 
assessed and 
documented? 

8. Was the 
scientific quality 
of the included 
studies used 
appropriately in 
formulating 
conclusions? 

9. Were the 
methods 
used to 
combine the 
findings of 
studies 
appropriate? 

10. Was the 
likelihood of 
publication 
bias 
assessed? 

11. Was 
the conflict 
of interest 
included? Notes 

Cerritelli et al. 2017 
(pico 1&2) No No Yes Yes Yes 

Can't 
answer Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Rist et al. 2020 (pico 1) Yes No Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No 

List of excluded 
studies missing. 
Funnel plot not 
possible 

Falsiroli Maistrello et 
al. 2019 (pico 1&2) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Coelho et al. 2019 
(pico 2) Yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Falsiroli Maistrello et 
al. 2018 (pico 2) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

La Touche et al. 2020 
(pico 3) Yes No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Lemmens et al. 2019 
(pico 3) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Can't 
answer Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Anheyer et al. 2019 
(pico 5&6) Yes No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Small number of 
trials made did not 
allow for a funnel 
plot 

Gu et al. (pico 5&6) Yes No No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing. 
Funnel plot not 
possible 

Harris et al. 2015 (pico 
5&6; 9) No No Yes Yes No 

Can't 
answer Yes Yes Yes No No Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Lee et al. 2019 (pico 
5&6) Yes No No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing. 



 

Funnel plot not 
possible 

Malik et al. 2015 (pico 
5) No No No No No No Yes No No No No Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Sharpe et al. 2019 
(pico 5) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes  
Jiang et al. 2018 (pico 
7) Yes No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Shen et al. 2019 (pico 
7) Yes No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No  
Zhang et al. 2020 (pico 
7) No No Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No No 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Li X et al. 2019 (pico 7) Yes No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 
List of excluded 
studies missing 

Linde et al. 2016 (pico 
7) Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Linde et al. 2016 (pico 
8) Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

France et al. 2014 
(pico 8) No No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No No No Yes 

List of excluded 
studies missing 

Kindelan-Calvo et al. 
2014 (pico 9) Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No Yes Yes No 

List of excluded 
studies missing 


